About the conference

In 2001, the Study Group for European Policies, the Belgian member of TEPSA, started with different studies about the services of general economic interest, sponsored by the ISUPE (Initiative pour des Services d’Utilité Publique en Europe).  The last one was devoted to the access to services of general economic interest (SGEI).


In 2003 it was also decided to pay special attention to the situation of those services in a first group of countries from Central Europe (Poland, Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia).  For each country one or more “rapporteurs” were selected to present a national contribution.  It was also decided to organise an evaluation seminar on the basis of the country reports in co-operation with the Institute for World Economics of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, the Hungarian member of TEPSA.


The first purpose of the conference is to discuss the synthesis of those national contributions and to request the rapporteurs to make the appropriate comments.  


In a second and third part of the seminar, the discussion should be concentrated on two specific and controversial issues related to the future of the services: their financing and their role in promoting territorial and social cohesion.


Experiences of Western Europe and expectations from Central Europe could be compared in view of the creation of a coherent economic and social model in an enlarged European Union.

About the organisers

The Study Group for European Policies  (SEP), founded in 1977, is the Belgian member of TEPSA and is an interdisciplinary association that unites representatives of universities and economic, political and social circles in order to encourage study and research on European issues in Belgium and to respond to the growing need for political reflection on European integration.

The Institute for World Economics (IWE), founded in 1973, carries out research and formulates policy recommendations on an objective basis, as part of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Its main research task is to study the underlying trends and factors behind global and regional economic developments, and to examine their present and future impact on the Hungarian economy.

 l’Initiative pour des Services d’Utilité Publique en Europe (ISUPE) was created in 1993 and reunites directors and experts of important public service enterprises which are interested by the stakes of the European construction.
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Study Group for European Policies (Belgian member of TEPSA)

in co-operation with

Institute for World Economics of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (Hungarian member of TEPSA)

and

Initiative pour des services d’utilité publique en Europe (ISUPE)

invite you to an international conference on

SERVICES OF GENERAL INTEREST IN AN 

ENLARGED EUROPEAN UNION

Budapest, 21-22 October 2004

With the support of the European Commission

PROGRAMME OF THE CONFERENCE

DAY 1: THURSDAY 21 October (15.00 – 18.00 p.m.)

 Welcome by 

Andras Inotai, Director Institute for World Economics of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences

Jacques Vandamme, Honorary President Study Group European Policies

Christian Stoffaës, Chairman ISUPE

FIRST SESSION:
The Regulation of Services of General Economic Interest in five New Member States (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia)

General Introduction - synthesis of the national contributions

by Prof. Stéphane Rodrigues, Professor, University Paris I 

General Comment

by Prof. Jeno Czuczai, Vice-President European Law Academy, Budapest, Prof. College of Europe

Other Comments

by Prof. Dr. Nevenka Hrovatin, Associate Professor, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

by M. Sandor Buzas, HAS Institute for World Economics, Budapest, Hungary

by Dr. Jindriska Munkova, Charles University, Prague, Czech republic 

by Ms. Monika Bak, University of Gdansk, Poland

DAY 2: FRIDAY 22 October (9.00 a.m. – 17.00 p.m.)

SECOND SESSION: 
Financing the organisation of Services of General Economic Interest (9.00 – 12.00 a.m.)
Introduction: Financing services of general economic interest: by the operators, consumers (and competitors)

by Prof. Jacques Steenbergen, University of Leuven

Consequences of Court Decision Altmark dealing with acceptable “compensation” by state 

by Prof. Marianne Dony, European Institute, University of Brussels

Comments 

by Mme Agnes Vargha, Ministry of Finances, Budapest 

by M. Werner Raza, Austrian Chamber of Labour, Wien

by Prof. Michael Wood, South Bank University, London 

General Discussion

Lunch (12.00 – 14.00 p.m.)

THIRD SESSION:
Access to Services of General Interest and Territorial and social Cohesion (14.00 – 17.00 p.m.)


Introduction



by Prof. Iain Begg, London School of Economics


Comments 

by Prof. Giacinto della Cananea, University of Urbino



by Dr. Tamas Fleischer, Institute of World Economics, Budapest



by Prof. Dr. Christian Pielow, University of Bochum


General discussion

FINAL ADDRESS: The future cohesion policy of the New Commission
by Prof. Dr. Peter Balazs, Member of the European Commission (invited)

CONCLUSIONS  
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� VANDAMME, J., RODRIGUES, S., L’accès aux services d’intérêt économique général, Collection ISUPE, Paris, 2003. 





